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What is 
Single Stream?
Right now, most Princeton students can only recycle paper 
products in their room recycling bins. Plastic, metal, and 
glass recycling receptacles 
are located in some hall-
ways, but are not always ac-
cessible nor clearly labeled. 
As a result, most students 
simply place all their recy-
clables in their room blue 
bins or trash can. This re-
sults in a very low recycling 
rate and a great deal of 
confusion.
Even though janitors still 
collect recycling waste sep-
arately, recyclables already 
leave campus as a single 
stream, and the recycling 
facility in Trenton has 
made the switch to processing it as 
one mixed batch rather than separate paper and plastic/
glass/metal streams.
Given these facts, an alternative solution for waste collection 
at the source is Single Stream Recycling. Under this sys-
tem, all recyclables are placed in one bin, making it much 
more convenient to recycle. Studies have shown, however, 
that because of higher risks of contamination, Single Stream 
recycling systems on college campuses only increase the 
recycling rate when paired with effective recycling education 
strategies. 



How was the pilot 
implemented?

In November of 2013, Greening Princ-
eton and Building Services collabo-
rated to launch a pilot program for 
Single Stream recycling in two dorms: 
Edwards Hall in Mathey College and 
1939 Hall in Wilson College (over 
100 rooms total). The switch to 
single stream collection on the side 
of the Janitorial staff was paired 
with an aggressive education and 
email campaign. Greening Princeton 
designed and distributed new recy-
cling bin labels and flyers explaining 
the new system, and GP members 
spent two weeks knocking on every door to answer stu-
dents’ questions and educate them about recycling.
Before and after the pilot, GP members also did hallway 

waste bin audits to deter-
mine recycling rates and 
conducted a survey of res-
idents to assess their feel-
ings about the switch. 
We proposed that im-
provements in the overall 
recycling rate and high 
student satisfaction with the 
program would be good 
grounds for expanding the 

system across campus.



Audit Results
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*Results are average of 5 
days before and after pilot 
in the 2 dorms, ~30 bins in 
each dorm daily.  Percent-
ages are by number of 
items rather than by weight.
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Survey Results

When asked why, students wrote:
 
“I don’t have to worry about what goes together and what doesn’t!”
“Princeton finally seems to care about recycling! It also raises aware-
ness. A lot of people didn’t seem to realize that our system didn’t used 
to be single stream.”
“So much easier and I actually recycle bottles now.”
“It makes recycling very, very easy.”
“I think that the single stream system is a good one, and I would 
like to see it continue, as well as be implemented across cam-
pus.”
“I think it would be cool to make all of the university’s recycling 
single-streamed”
“I think the current single stream system being field tested in 
1939 Hall is a great improvement in encouraging recycling at 
Princeton.”

Compared to the previous system, 
how much did the single stream 
system increase the amount you 
recycle?

How clear are the current (Single 
Stream) recycling guidelines that 

you received?

When asked which system they preferred,

of 46 students surveyed said the Single Stream system.

100%



Next Steps
Based on these convincing figures--a 20% increase in re-
cycling and 100% student approval--Greening Princeton 
is certain that Single Stream Recycling is the way for our 
school to move forward in its recycling system. We believe 
that, paired with an aggressive educational campaign and a 
required recycling education component to Freshman Ori-
entation, a Single Stream system could conceivably get our 
recycling rate up to 80-90%. We would thus urge the ad-
ministration to implement the following as soon as possible:
1) expanding single stream to all student housing
2) expanding single stream to all university buildings 
and offices
3) collaborating with Greening Princeton, the Office of 
Sustainability, Residential Colleges, and the Undergrad-
uate Student Government on an awareness campaign 
to teach students how to recycle
4) planning a required freshman orientation activity, as 
well as RCA recycling training
In addition to recycling, we envision a more comprehensive 
plan for dealing with our school’s waste. Next on Greening 
Princeton’s agenda is the expansion of the composting pro-
gram to co-ops and rooms with kitchens.
Ultimately, we would like to start a discussion on the pos-
sibility of a Zero Waste commitment. A growing number 
of cities, such as San Francisco, and colleges, such as 
American University, have made committments to achieve 
Zero Waste--nothing going to landfills--by 2020. Setting this 
kind of goal would force Princeton to reconsider its use of 
nonrecyclable items and thus make an even bigger impact 
on the environment. Last year, Greening Princeton held an 
Earth Day event for 500 people and generated no landfill 
waste while serving hundreds of scoops of ice cream. While 
single stream recycling is only one step on the way to 
achieving this goal, it is an important one.



Who We Are
Co-Presidents: Olivia Howard (ohoward@) and 
Misha Semenov (msemenov@)
Graphic Design: Zachariah DeGiulio
Metric Analysis and Surveys: Gina Talt and Davy Perlman
RCA Outreach: Manali Gokhale
Waste Auditing and Door-to-Door Education: Anastas 
Belev, Emily Kamen, Lyra Schweizer, Susan Farrell, Shelley 
Zhao, Sarah Jacobs, Tram-Anh Nguyen, Hannah Kraus

Greening Princeton seeks to im-
prove the relationship between the 
University and the environment by 
first identifying pertinent environmental 
issues and then creating task forces 
to develop solutions.

Greening Princeton is unique because 
of its emphasis on collaboration with 

university administrators. Greening Princeton initiates projects 
by contacting the most appropriate administrator(s) and lis-
tening to their concerns and constraints to see how we can 
make our ideas work with their mission. 

By bringing in new ideas, assisting with background re-
search, increasing student support for initiatives, and/or 
advocating for funding, Greening Princeton can greatly ac-
celerate the process of improving and implementing environ-
mentally friendly and socially responsible policies.  We have 
found that building strong relationships not only increases 
the chances of accomplishing our goals but also increases 
the responsiveness of the administration and individual ad-
ministrators to environmental initiatives over the long-term.




